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The new year is here and we’re a month in 

already! Rural Youth has been busy as ever, 

getting out and about in the community and 

providing opportunities for young people in 

Tasmania.  

 

In the past few weeks, we have sponsored two 

major events aimed at fostering the development 

of young people in the agriculture industry. The 

National Association of Agricultural Educators 

conference was held in Launceston this year and 

Rural Youth had a great opportunity to present a 

workshop at the event. Workshop participants 

were excited to hear about the work being done 

by the organisation in the past 12-18 months and 

were keen to be involved. In attendance were 

young people from similar organisations on the 

mainland and they were especially interested in 

how we tackled our issues with organisational 

structure and participation. This opportunity has 

strengthened our relationship with the Tasmanian 

Agricultural Education Network and opens up new 

doors into schools. 

 

The Tasmanian Junior Beef Expo is in its second 

year of operation and we are proud to have 

supported it last year and this year. Each year we 

have provided a financial donation to help 

organisers run a great event for young people 

interested in beef cattle. Participants are involved 

in workshops and competitions over 3 days in 

Deloraine and on the Saturday evening, Rural 

Youth have a blast running the games night. This 

year Rhys Mills, Ethan Howe, Caine Evans and 

myself ran a series of games, with everything from 

“pooping a potato” to knocking over water 

bottles with a tennis ball in a stocking on your 

head creating great fun for everyone. Trying to 

cover your opponent’s face with raw egg through 

a hose also made a comeback due to popular 

demand.  

 

There’s no doubt that life can be stressful at times 

and through the initiative of some enthusiastic 

members we have partnered with Headspace, 

Rural Alive & Well and Beyond Blue to provide a 

workshop for young Tasmanians to learn some tips 

and tricks for dealing with what life can throw at 

you.  

When: Saturday 10 February 2018 

Where: The Grange (87 High Street, Campbell 

Town) 

Time: 9.00am – 3.30pm 

Cost: FREE – food and drinks provided 

The day is all about providing young people with 

the information they need to deal with stressful 

events, regardless of how big or small. Everyone 

comes across stresses in their life and it is always 

positive to be able to deal with them or know who 

to go to for some assistance.  

 

It’s great to see members out and about with their 

clubs and I encourage clubs to think outside the 

box and come up with new ideas to engage with 

the community and attract new members. Quite 

often clubs become stuck in the same old routine 

and it’s great to see when clubs go the extra mile. 

A little bit of effort can go a long way.  

 

Until next time… 

Ashley Evans 

State President 2018 
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Allocations are done and notifications have been 

sent – the Agfest season is well and truly upon us 

and the countdown is on!!  This year’s team are 

working hard and have made a few changes to 

keep the event and site fresh and relevant – keep 

an eye on social media for updates.  Online ticket 

sales are available from February 1 – go to 

www.agfest.com.au and pre purchase your tickets 

– this will save you time and money!  Work on the 

new entry road from East Car Park will commence 

mid-March.  The Function Centre heating system is 

in and the window coverings will go up next week.  

Much was achieved at the last working bee on 

Jan 17th – the next one is scheduled for the 

weekend of March 17th – and includes line 

marking – so if you have some time to spare, come 

along and give Ethan, Owen and the crew a hand 

– it’s a great opportunity to contribute and have 

fun at the same time! 

We are six month post the restructure and whilst it is 

still a work in progress we are well on the way to 

achieving the positive outcomes that were 

identified during the development of our strategic 

plan.  There have been some challenges, and we 

will continue to the odd teething problem as we 

go through the coming twelve months, but on the 

whole everyone can be really proud of what has 

been achieved to date! 

Ashley recently gave an excellent presentation on 

Rural Youth and what it has to offer members at 

the National Association of Agricultural Educators 

Conference.   

It was extremely well received and I have had 

several local and interstate delegates ask for 

further information and copies of her presentation.  

It was a great advertisement for  us -well done Ash! 

Life is hectic, so if you or someone you know could 

do with some tips on dealing with pressure come 

along to Campbell Town on February 10, get some 

good information from people in the know and 

join in the laughs as a couple of talented Rural 

Youth members put you through your paces with 

the “activities” they have planned!! 

We have had feedback that we do not always 

provide enough for members ‘to do’, I don’t think 

this could be said at the moment!  As well as our 

day in Campbell Town we are also offering a tour 

of Hillwood Berry Farm on Sunday February 18, 

State Ball is on February 24 at the Ulverstone Surf 

Club and there is a shooting comp in March!!  We 

aim to offer events that interest and cater for a 

broad range of members, if you have a suggestion 

for an event let me know and we can see if we 

can make it happen!  In the meantime, I hope to 

see you at one or more of the above! 

Enjoy the last month of summer (we are very 

grateful for the new air-conditioning in the office!) 

All the Best 

Karen 
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Hello All,  
 

Well, Agfest is quickly approaching with only 97 

days (At the time of me writing this report anyway) 

till gates open for the field days.  

Exhibitor applications are well and truly on the way 

to being sorted now and there are still a few 

exhibitors on the way list which is great, Agfest 

looks like it is going to be a full site at this stage! I 

must say a job well done to all who worked on, 

helped and assisted with site allocations and data 

entry, it is a very demanding and at times 

complicated job, so thank you for all your effort! 

Site marking will be commencing soon, it would be 

great to see many members attend. These 

weekends make life quicker and easier for 

everyone  involved, it also makes it a great social 

time for everyone. I am sure Ethan will love a 

helping hand getting his lines down.  

Our committee is flat out doing amazing work 

organising and coordinating their roles and 

directorships for the event. Thank you to all for 

taking on the commitment to undertake and 

oversee these roles for the betterment of our 

event! Great work everyone, keep up the good 

work. This event doesn’t exist without you!  

There was a working bee onsite last weekend 

gone which was the first in quite a while. It was 

great to see many people turn up, who were keen 

and eager to get stuck in and have a go at ticking 

jobs off the to-do list. Everyone should be stoked 

with the work achieved on the weekend smashing 

out the jobs list and then getting to enjoy the 

lovely weather, whether you wanted to get 

drowned with the fire hose or not.  

I strongly urge all members to come along to our 

next working bee, which is the 17th and 18th of 

February. These weekends are always great fun 

socialising with other volunteers and the antics that 

happen throughout the day and night are quite 

enjoyable and memorable. Also the added 

rewards of achieving and accomplishing goals 

including jobs on the to do list. We are fortunate 

enough to have a great turn out with members 

helping in the preparation of the great event we 

are working towards. Our aim is to have our site 

looking as best as it possibly can, ready for the 

month of May. 

As I mentioned if you are free on the 17th or 18th 

whether it be for a few hours, half a day, an 

afternoon or a whole day. Please come out,  join 

in the fun and work with an amazing group of 

people. We will all be working together to achieve 

success in our event and site!  

I look forward to seeing everyone at our next 

meeting and working bee! 

Till then, 

 

Owen Woolley 

Agfest Chairman 2018 

 

 

 

Positions still vacant on the 

Agfest Committee 

Community Groups Assistant 

Ag Show Council 

RY Feature 

RY Feature Assistant 

Waste Management Assistant  

Parcel Pick Up Assistant  

Assistant Finance 

Assistant Features 

Back Ticket Box Assistant  

Central Arena Assistant  
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North Motton 

 

On behalf of the club, I hope everyone had a  safe 

wonderful Christmas and happy New Year!  

 

The North Motton Rural Youth Club has been 

approached a couple of times for opportunities for 

the start of the year. One opportunity is to run the 

bar at the Lillico Rodeo and the other is to run an 

Animal Nursery at the Festival in the Anzac park in 

Ulverstone.  

 

We will because discussing these events during our 

next meeting, which will be held on  Thursday 11th 

January at Furners Hotel 7 pm for tea and 8 pm for 

the meeting.  

 

Thanks Korey 

 

Western Tiers  

 

The month of January has been quiet for Western 

Tiers as everyone gets back into the swing of things 

after the holiday period. From our AGM, held in 

December last year, I asked club members what 

they wanted to see from the club in the coming 

year. These inputs will effectively shape the year for 

Western Tiers, as we strive to commit to being more 

community involved, hold more social interclub 

events, and increase opportunities in training and 

development.  

 

Looking forward to February, the club has its first 

meeting of 2018 on the Tuesday 6th February at the 

British Hotel, Deloraine at 7pm.  

Best wishes to all clubs for 2018.  

 

Wendy McGlashan 

President, Western Tiers 

0410822814 

 

 

 

 

 

Kingborough—Huon 

It’s been a busy summer for us at Kingborough-

Huon, with lots of activities. We’re enjoying getting 

into the swing of 2018 now! 

 

We held our AGM in December, with Kaysie Wood, 

Simone Salter and Nicole Elliott re-elected as Club 

President, Secretary and Treasurer respectively, and 

Jeremy Jacobs elected as Vice President. 

Congratulations to all office holders! 

 

Our January meeting was held at the Margate 

Tavern. We also had members attend the working 

bee at Quercus last weekend, thank you to 

everyone who participated.  

 

There’s a few weekend activities in the pipeline, 

with a sheep poo bagging day on Bruny Island  

Sunday 4th February and a sausage sizzle at the 

Fork in the Road on Sunday 4th of March. Come 

along and buy a snag! KH will also be at the Small 

Farms Expo in Ranelagh with a raffle and other fun 

activities.   

 

This year, we will also be participating in the Huon 

Valley Relay for Life in April to raise money for the 

Cancer Council. Your support would be greatly 

appreciated! Find our team at:  

h t t p : / / c c a u . c o n v i o . n e t / s i t e / T R ?

team_id=58520&fr_id=5162&pg=team 

 

We’re planning a night out to go for dinner and 

bowling at AMF in Moonah in late February for our 

next meeting – date and time TBD. 

 

See you around!  

Lucy Bain 
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MEANDER VALLEY U3A 

A learning community for retired or semi-retired 

people.  

Term 1 2018 begins on 12 February 

http://www.mvu3a.org/ 

 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING  

WESTBURY RECREATION GROUND CLUBROOM 

DEVELOPMENT. 

Thurs 15 February 2018 - Westbury Town Hall /Supper 

Room 7.00 pm start 

 

LIVE AT YARNS 

An evening of music, poetry, song and supper. 

Fri 16 February 2018 - Yarns Theatre, Deloraine  

 

GREAT WESTERN TIERS ART AWARD 2018  

Theme: ‘Moving Mountains’ 

Entry Form due: 1st February 2018 

Completed works due: 27th February 2018. 

This is an exhibition opportunity for local artists. Entry 

is open to residents of Meander Valley and 

members of Launceston Art Society and Deloraine 

Artworks. Forms are available from Council or 

www.artlas.org.au/.  
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FIRST AID COURSE 

I would like to narrow down a date in early 

2018. (Perhaps a weekend in February) to 

facilitate it at Quercus. 
 

The course is run over 2 days can be held 

on weekdays or weekends, they can be 2 

together or split days as well. 

 

Please contact Josh Taylor for more 

information 

Devonport 

Recently we have drawn our end of year raffle 

which was a great fundraiser for our club.  

Our prizes were one nights stay at Eagles Hawk 

Retreat, a load of firewood, photography voucher 

(Notebook photography), Anvers hamper, Thomas 

cook men’s shirt, and a bag of dog food.  

We hope everyone has had a great Christmas 

break and New Year! We can’t wait for the year 

ahead.  

Our next meeting is on the Tuesday 6th of Febru-

ary at the Sheffield hotel 6:30pm.  

Thanks  

Sarah  

Club Reports Cont. 



LIFE WASN’T MEANT TO BE EASY 

Saturday 10th February at The Grange, 87 High 

Street, Capmbell Town. 

9AM to 3:30PM 

FREE 

Food and drinks provided. 

RSVP  by Monday 5th  February to 

reception@ruralyourh.com.au or 6331 6154. 

 

 

HILLWOOD BERRY FARM TOUR 

Sunday 18th February at 105 Hillwood Road, 

Hillwood. 

10AM START 

FREE 

RSVP  by Monday 12th February to 

reception@ruralyouth.com.au or 03 6331 6154. 

Bring your safety work boots, a hat, and a safety 

jacket, if you have one. 

 

 

RURAL YOUTH NAUTICAL STATE BALL 

Saturday 24th February at Ulverstone Surf Club, 

Beach Road, Ulverstone. 

6PM until Midnight 

$50 per head 

RSVP and payment by Thursday 18th February to 

reception@ruralyouth.com.au or 03 6331 6154. 

**Please note, accommodation will not be 

organised by Head Office. Any accommodation 

required is to organised by the individual. 

 

Accommodation: Big 4 Caravan Park, 57 Water St, 

Ulverstone (across from Ulverstone Surf Club). 

Sites and holiday units are available. 

Call (03) 6425 2624  for more information. 

**Accommodation, if required is to be organised by 

the individual or member.  

 

 

PISTOL AND RIFLE ANNUAL SHOOTING COMPETITION 

Sunday 11th March at Van Diemens’ Gun Club, 

Mowbray. 

9AM START 

$15 per person (ammo and gun hire) 

RSVP  by Monday 12th February to 

reception@ruralyouth.com.au or 03 6331 6154, must 

include your Date of Birth (DOB). 

Payment due on the Day, 11th March. 

OVER 18 EVENT ONLY 
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

   1 2 

 

3 4 

5 6 Devonport Meeting  

Western Tiers Meeting 

Tamar Meeting 

7 8 9 10 
Life wasn't meant 

to be easy 

(Campbell Town) 

11 

12 13 14 15 16 

Agfest Meeting 

17 Working Bee 

Judging for 2017 RY 

Club Awards. 

18 Working Bee 

Hillwood Berry Farm 

Tour 

19 20 21 22 23 24 

STATE BALL 
25 

26 27 28     

 Club Contacts  

Northern Region   

Hagley Matthew Wadley 0447 171 284 

Tamar Andrea Craigie 0477 377 311 

Western Tiers Wendy McGlashan 0410 822 814 

Westmorland Matthew Bayles 0400 580 005 

North West Region   

Devonport Chelsea Rayner 0447 426 629 

North Motton Korey Stratton 0427 050 404 

Southern Region   

Brighton Tameika Holland 0438 060 016 

Central Highlands Oliver Haigh 0487 928 844 

Kingborough—Huon Kaysie Wood 0408 297 021 

Oatlands Phil McConnon 0400 561 540 

Sorell Sarah Birch 0437 500 420 


